GERMANY
his people, far from upsetting his throne, serve the purpose
of keeping it stable.
A representative system has functioned in Germany, with-
out need of sanction, since time immemorial. In several states
it was based on individual agreements between prince and
subjects; while in the countries where there were no longer
estates, the subjects enjoyed important rights which had been
legally established by the Empire and which were under the
protection of the laws.
His Royal Highness, the Prince Regent of Great Britain
and Hanover, cannot assert that the changes which have
taken place in Germany have given to the princes absolute
or despotic sovereign rights over their subjects.
From these premises, the opinion drew the specific and
clear conclusion which follows:
Starting from these premises, the undersigned feel them-
selves obligated to demand:
1.   That the rights which, from time immemorial, have be-
longed to German subjects, be clearly defined;
2.   That it be declared that the territorial constitutions
based on laws and conventions be upheld, excepting necessary
modifications;
3.   That, even in the event that Austria, Prussia, Bavaria,
and Wiirttemberg, whether on account of their position or
because of alleged treaties, should seek exemption, it would
be proclaimed as law in those countries where there have
been no estates but whose sovereigns wish to submit to all
measures necessary for the well-being of Germany, that,
a)  The consent of the estates to taxes  (being understood
that they are obliged to contribute to the needs of the state)
is required;
b) That they must participate in making new laws;
c)  That they must co-operate in the supervision of the use to
which the taxes they have voted are put;
d) That they be authorized, in cases of embezzlement, to de-
mand the punishment of the guilty officials;
It is only by putting into effect liberal principles such as
these that, in view of the present trend of thought and the